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From the Desk of the Supervisor 
Peter Ingalsbe 

Well, our summer is now past, and the fall season will be under 

way as you read this newsletter. I hope you were able to have 
some time to enjoy the nice weather that we have been 

experiencing. Everyone at the Town has had a busy summer with 
maintaining our parks, highway road improvements, water line 

replacements and general operations at the Town Hall and the 
Courts.  

The Farmington Board and department heads have been meeting 
to finalize the 2026 Town Budget. This process started in July, with 

budget meetings in September. The Preliminary Budget will be 
complete by October 13th (you can view on the Town website 

under “Budgets”) then followed by a Public Hearing on the 2026 
budget tentatively scheduled for October 28, 2025. 

 I have included some budget information below as of September 
18, 2025, subject to minor changes for the Preliminary budget in 
October.  

Sales tax increased throughout 2024; we have seen some increase 

for the first two quarters of 2025 over 2024. I have increased the 
sales tax revenue by $600,000 for the General Fund and I have 

projected $100,000 less sales tax revenue for the Highway fund. 
We received the full amount of the VLT money for 2025 and 
anticipate the same for 2026.  

Mortgage tax increased slightly from 2024 for the first payment 

this year and we really do not know where the second payment 
will be, so I only increased the mortgage tax revenue by $50,000 
for 2026.   

Other factors that are taken into account are the State’s tax cap, 

no relief from state mandates and increased operating cost (i.e., 
equipment costs, fuel, road materials, wages & medical coverage).  

The Town continues to be fiscally solvent as we have saved for 
our current projects. Building fees were down for 2025 but I 

project they will increase slightly in 2026. The proposed 2026 
tentative budget is $519,749 over the tax cap that considers all 
town funds when computing this. 

Our current General and Highway funds continue to be debt free, 

our reserves for equipment replacements continue to be 
acceptable and our savings in all departments are adequate for 
the time being.  

In 2025 we funded two new playgrounds one for the Grove Park 

and one for Farmbrook Park (ages 5-12) to be installed this fall. 
We also will work with Victor Little League at the Grove Park for a 

two new baseball fields to be located in the same locations as the 
previous fields. For 2026 we will design a pavilion for Mertensia 

Park, install a half basketball court for the Grove Park and purchase 
12 aluminum picnic tables with benches.  

Here is a summary of the Tentative Town Budget for 
2026:  

General Fund: Total Is $8,962,927 which is 6.67% less than 
2025. The Highway Fund: budget total Is $3,787,644 a 

reduction of 3.26 % from last year. Proposed tax levies have a 

reduced tax rate for the General and Highway Funds from $.68 
per thousand for 2025 to $.49 per thousand for 2026 which is 

down another 28.24% from 2025. This will be the fourth year in a 
row that the Farmington Town Board has reduced the Town 
General and Highway tax rate. 

Drainage District:  New EPA regulations put in place this year 

requires many more inspections and department documents that 
has increased costs. In addition, we have a planned 2027-2028 

large project for the Farmbrook subdivision, we are trying to 
spread the costs over three years. The Tax rate will increase from 

$.186 cents per thousand to $.345 cents per thousand or a 
85.86% increase. We will take another look at this before the final 
budget.  

Fire Protection: Tax rate is up 1.62%, projected to be $0.57 

cents per thousand. This is due to increasing cost to replace fire 
equipment. This does include some town funds put towards the 

FVFD station 2 construction design plans which may increase more 
in 2027 when the Town Board meets with FVFD during the final 
bid plans. 

Lighting Districts:  Most lighting districts tax rates are lower for 

2025 with three districts higher to cover the cost of the LED 
streetlight project and a minimum amount required to be available 
to replace a streetlight pole.  

Water Districts:  This continues to be tough to project financing 

due to varying water usage, nonpayment by customers and 
expensive projects required to update our aging waterlines. 

Overall, we have increased expenses by $508,819.00 compared 
to 2024. Major expenses are proposed for BAN/BOND funding to 

the Brickyard Water Tank Project, hopefully to be completed in 
late 2025. Improvements included in 2025 also includes a new 

water line for Cranberry Drive in Farmbrook. The tax rate will go 
down slightly from $.877046 to $.84985 per thousand of assessed 

value. We will also be increasing the water usage rate for 2026 as 

the cost of purchasing water from the City of Canandaigua will 
increase 5.1% due to Capital projects at their water plant.  

Sewer District: This is a $5,317,028 million-dollar budget 

supported entirely by user fees, and for major Capital projects the 
Town of Victor also contributes to the projects in Victor and at the 

WWTP. The budget has increased by $576,870 or 11.46% from 

2025. The sewer budget is projected to use $597,310 in fund 
balance. The Town Board will take a hard look at how to reduce 

expenses or increase revenue for 2026 instead of using a large 
amount of fund balance. 
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Sidewalk Districts:  While expenses are up due to higher 
personnel costs and equipment purchases, the tax rate is down in 
three districts and up for four districts in 2026.  

I would like to thank the department heads for their budget input 
and a big Thank-you to my Confidential Secretary Marcy Daniels 

and our Accountant 1, Jeannine Marciano for their many hours 

putting the budget numbers and budget books together for the 
Town Board.  

 

From the Desk of the Town 
Clerk 
Michelle Finley 

Our office has been very busy with issuing hunting and 

fishing licenses, marriage licenses, dog licenses, answering 
FOIL requests, collecting water and sewer bills.  We have 

attended conferences and training webinars to stay current 

on important topics, ensuring we continue to serve our 
community with excellence.  Our goal is to stay ahead of the 

latest changes in New York State regulations and best 
practices, so we can serve our community even better! 

 
Town Clerk Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Wednesday 8:00 am to 6:00 
pm.  PH: 315-986-8100 option 1. Email address:  

townclerk@farmingtonny.org 

 
ONTARIO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 2025 RABIES 

PREVENTION CLINICS: 
 

Ontario County Public Works 
November 1st   9:00 a.m. – Noon 

2962 County Road 48 
Canandaigua 

 

Clinics are free but donations are appreciated.  Animals must 
be healthy and at least 3 months old.  Pets must be on a 

leash or in a carrier, one pet per carrier.  No more than four 
pets per person.  Please bring your animals past rabies 

certificate, if any. Preregister at 
https://www.ontariocountyny.gov/rabiesclinic. Any questions 

should be directed to Ontario County Public Health at 585-
396-4343. 

 

REMINDER:  NEW MERTENSIA LODGE RESERVATION 
PROCEDURES 

 
Mertensia Park is located on Mertensia Road.  Starting the 

first business day in December Farmington residents will be 
able to reserve the lodge for a January date only, then on the 

first business day in January Farmington residents may make 
reservations for the remainder of the year.  Then on the first 

business day in February, non-residents may make 

reservations for the remainder of the year.  The renter must 
be 21 years of age.  The rental fee for the Mertensia Lodge is 

$150.00 for Farmington residents and $250.00 for all others.  
There is also a $100.00 key/cleanup deposit that is 

refundable as long as all policies and procedures are 
followed.  Cancellations must be put in writing stating the 

following:  the current date, the date of the reservation, state 

the reason for the cancellation, and signed by the person 
who signed the contract.  The Town retains a 20% 

cancellation fee.  The lodge has a 98-person capacity.  There 

is no alcohol or smoking permitted.  Payment for Mertensia 
Park Lodge reservations must be paid within five (5) business 

days of making a reservation.   
 

2025-2026 HUNTING LICENSES –  
 

Now is the time to stop by the Town Clerk’s office to obtain 
your 2025-2026 big and small game hunting license. The 

DMPs will be available until October 1 and then again after 

November 1. You will need to provide your driver’s license to 
start the process.  DEC has switched to a paper license for all 

licenses with the option to have it emailed.   
 

New this Fall, hunters in New York State may use a crossbow 
in the same seasons, places, and manner as a vertical bow 

for hunting deer and bear.  To hunt deer and bear with a 
crossbow during the bowhunting seasons, a hunter must 

have a hunting license and bowhunting privilege.  To be 

eligible to purchase a bowhunting privilege, a hunter must 
have bowhunter education certification.  Hunters can obtain 

bowhunter education certification through the online or in-
person course.   

 
2025 - 2026 LIFETIME LICENSE REPLACEMENTS 

 
If you have a lifetime hunting license and have not received 

your lifetime license in the mail before August 29, stop by the 

Town Clerk’s office before November 1 to obtain a 
replacement at no additional charge.   

 

 

Planning & Development 
Ronald Brand, Director of Development 

Town Projects Underway… 
 
Wood Drive Bridge Replacement Project… Emily Smith, 

P.E., Fisher Associates, P.C., the engineering firm working on 
the design for the replacement of the Wood Drive Bridge, 

reports that the 90% design level has been completed by 

their office and that it will be sent to the Town, County and 
State for their first reviews in October.  Then any required 

amendments will be made to the design and re-submitted for 
approval, permitting and notice to proceed with advertising 

for bids in February 2026, bid opening in March 2026, and 
award the contract for the bridge construction in the Spring 

2026.  Construction is tentatively scheduled to be completed 
in the Fall, 2026. 

 
Phase 1, Sidewalk/Trail Connection/Bike Lane Capital 
Project… Completion of this project was placed on hold this 

summer pending resolution of the Town’s request for access 
easements across the rear portions of three lots located 

along Osburn Lane.  Once a decision is reached on these 
easements, then work on the stone dust trail component will 

be completed.   
 

Another portion of the Phase 1 Project involves the 

completion of installing new sidewalks along the west side of 
Mertensia Road, north of State Route 96 and near the 

intersection of Elizabeth Way.  The scheduling for completing 
this remaining work is dependent upon the resolution of the 

https://www.ontariocountyny.gov/rabiesclinic
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above requested access easements, which would then allow 
the contractor to complete both remaining sections at the 

same time. 
 

When the new lengths of sidewalk are installed within the 
Phase 1 Project, a total of 6,029 lineal feet will be added to 

the existing length of sidewalks installed [since 2018 a total 
of 116,761 lineal feet (lf) has been installed by developers] 

there will be a total of 122,790 lineal feet [23.26 miles] of 

five-foot-wide concrete sidewalks.  These sidewalks are in 
addition to 3.5-miles of hiking/biking trail [The Auburn Trail 

Extension] and 1.5 miles of nature trail [Hickory Rise 
Conservation Area Project]. Finally, next year there will be 

approximately an additional 1,500 lineal feet of sidewalk to 
be installed within the Villa’s portion of the Hathaway’s 

Corners Incentive Zoning Project. 
 
Brickyard Road Water Tower Replacement and Water 
Transmission Line Project… Work continues on this 
Canandaigua/Farmington Consolidated Water District project 

that began construction in 2024.  The many pieces of the 
new 2-million-gallon water storage tank have now been 

welded together at the top of the support tower, the welded 
joints sand blasted, and painting is underway.  Soon the 

stenciling of the Tank will be completed [see photo of the 
labeling below] and then followed by testing and State 

approvals to bring the water tank on-line improving the water 

district’s operations. Shown in the photo below are the 
painters operating on scaffolding that is approximately 200 

feet in the air above ground level. The anticipated completion 
date for this project is scheduled for late 2025.  

 

 

 

Town Hall Lower-Level Renovation Project…  All work 

has been completed in the lower level of the of the 

Farmington Town Hall.  The Town’s Construction Inspectors 

have moved into their new offices, the Stormwater 

Inspector’s Office has been completed along with two new 

meeting rooms, a new heating/cooling system has been 

installed, improvements made for a new rear entrance, 

renovations have been made to two restrooms, a new 

training room has been equipped and renovations have been 

completed for the employee lunch/breakroom.   
 
Town Open Space Index Update…  The Town Board 

anticipates receiving in October, the Environmental 

Conservation Board (ECB) update to the Town of Farmington 

Open Space Index (OSI).  The OSI Update document is 

required by the State’s General Municipal Law, for 

maintaining the ECB’s status.  The ECB is composed entirely 

of town residents who have volunteered hours of research, 

writing and editing of the report.  As part of the update 

report there are updated GIS maps prepared.  The draft 

document is scheduled for presentation to the Town Board, 

at one of the two scheduled meeting in October. Once 

accepted, it will then be posted on the Town’s website for 

public information and comment prior to formal action to 

accept the update by the Town Board. 
 

Applications under Review…  

 
Sky Solar Project…  This project involves a total of 15 

acres of land to construct two separate solar array sites that 
are to be connected to an on-site battery storage unit for 

distribution of electricity to RG&E and the State’s Electric 
Grid.  The project also provides for the construction of the 

missing link of a town highway between Commercial Drive 

North & South, along with a 60-foot-wide strip of land for a 
future east/west town road to be constructed by others 

between Corporate Drive East and Commercial Drive.  In 
addition, the project provides for the connections of public 

sidewalks and a public water line.  This project has been 
made possible by the owner of the adjacent New Energy 

Works, Jonathan Orpin, who graciously agreed-to give up a 
portion of his land to allow the Commercial Drive alignment 

to shift further away from the nearby Redfield Grove 

Townhouse Project.  Currently, the applicant is revising the 
Preliminary Site Plan drawings for Town Signatures and then 

will be proceeding with a Final Site Plan for the Planning 
Board’s review and approval.  Construction is tentatively 

scheduled to commence in the spring next year with inter-

connect with RG&E scheduled for the fall of 2026. 

Farmington Meadows Incentive Zoning Project…  The 
Town Board, at their meeting on September 9th, directed 

town staff to prepare a draft local law for an incentive zoning 

project, being proposed by Cook Properties and named 
“Farmington Meadows Incentive Zoning Project.”  An 

amended overall concept site plan has been prepared for the 
phased development of approximately 65 acres of land 

located along the east side of State Route 332, between the 
Troop E State Police Headquarters and County Road 41.  

Once the local law for the rezoning has been drafted, the 
site’s zoning incentives and proposed amenities have all been 

identified then there will be a public hearing scheduled to 

consider the formal rezoning of the tax map accounts.  
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Following the legislative rezoning action by the Town Board, 
there will then be a preliminary overall site plan and 

subdivision plat prepared for planning board review, approval 
and filing with the Town Clerk’s Office.  After the filing, then 

final site plans are reviewed, approved and filed allowing for 
the start of site construction. 

 
Below is the proposed concept plan for the development of 

this site.  A larger scale color print of this plan is on display 

in the main foyer at the Town Hall. 
 

 
Projects under Construction…  

Farmbrook Sections 7A & & 7B….  This project involves 
the development of seventy (70) single-family dwellings on 

lots located along the recently completed sections of 
Meadowbrook Lane and Alfalfa Crescent.  Currently, Ryan 

Homes have completed two model homes, one (1) of which 

has now been sold while the other one continues to serve as 
the sales offices for the lots located in these two remaining 

sections of the Farmbrook Neighborhood. There are six (6) 
occupied sites, eight (8) sites with dwellings under 

construction and three (3) lots that have been sold during 
the past two-week period.  This leaves a total of 51 lots to be 

sold and dwellings constructed. 

Villager Construction Project… Development of a portion 

of this 36-acre site is underway, and it involves the 

construction of a single-story 38,600 square foot office 
building, a 9,000 square foot equipment maintenance 

building and related site improvements.  In addition, the 
driveway is being constructed to Town Standards which 

would allow for it to be dedicated to the Town in the event 
some portion of this 36-acre site is sold to others.  Water and 

sewer lines are also being installed along with on-site parking 
for employees, customers and guests.  Next spring, a 

sidewalk will be installed across the site’s frontage along 

Loomis Road and site landscaping of this project is scheduled 

to be completed prior to May 31, 2026. 

Route 332 Signal Improvements underway … You may 
have noticed the State Department of Transportation’s 

highway information signs identifying Construction as you 
approach State Route 332.  This work involves the 

installation of new traffic signals and intersection lighting 

improvements along this major highway corridor. 

Phase II Creekwood Townhouse Project…  This project 

involves site preparation for the construction of 40 market 
rate, for rent townhouse dwelling units.  Site improvements 

are underway to a portion of Pintail Crossing to allow it to be 
dedicated to the Town.  Also being installed are water and 

sewer lines, sidewalks and other site related improvements 
(e.g. streetlights and landscaping).  The Town anticipates 

accepting dedication of Pintail Crossing this fall which will 
then allow the Town to close the Wood Drive bridge crossing.  

Once accepted for dedication then the Town will abandon the 

Quentonshire street name replacing it with Pintail Crossing. 

Victor/Farmington Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
Station #2...  Renovations to the interior of the former 
URMC medical building site located at the southwest corner 

of State Route 96 and County Road 8 have been placed on 
hold while the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation makes their determination on encroachment 
into a wetland area on the site.  Once a determination has 

been made then work inside the building will continue and 
related site improvements will commence. The scheduled 

completion date of all these improvements is tentatively 

scheduled for the summer of 2026. 

Town Code Updates… 

The Town Board continues a number of updates to some of 
the Chapters of the Town Code which include an overlay 

zoning district for conserving prime and unique classified 
agricultural  soils, Land Subdivision Regulations and 

amendments to the Town Zoning Law.  Each of these 
updates will involve public hearings by the Town Board and 

the filing of the local laws with the New York Secretary of 

State’s Office in Albany before taking effect. Legal notices will 
be published and posted identifying the dates and times of 

the public hearings.  Copies of these local laws will be posted 

on the Town’s website prior to the public hearing dates. 

Recreation News 
The Summer Recreation Program (6 week duration) 

ended on Friday, August 8, 2025 

• Average of 210 children attended camp this year 

which was an increase over last year. 

• Field trips attendance average was 200. 

• Overall a successful program with parent survey sent 

with following results: 

o 82% satisfied with the program 

o 89% satisfied with staff 

o 82% satisfied with communication 

      Trunk or Treat 

        Saturday, October 25, Noon - 2:00 PM 

Bring the kids for a safe and festive afternoon of Halloween 

fun! Decorated cars, candy, costumes, and lots of laughs. 

         Town of Farmington Christmas Party with Santa 

        Friday, December 6 

Kick off the holiday season with a visit from Santa himself! A 

night filled with joy for the whole family. 

We look forward to celebrating the season with you 

and your family! 
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Building Department 
Dan Delpriore, Code Enforcement Officer 

FIRE SAFETY REMINDERS FROM FIRE MARSHAL 

GORDNER 

As I remind in almost each newsletter, always practice fire 

safety. Chimneys and fireplaces are a high risk of fire if not 
properly maintained and cleaned and only burn approved 

materials. Chimneys also if not cleaned can cause Carbon 
Monoxide to enter the home. Carbon Monoxide is colorless 

and odorless and mixes evenly with air, which can result in 

serious injury or worse. It is imperative that you check your 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors throughout your 

home to verify they function properly and create an exit plan 

in the event of an emergency.  

Remember in an emergency, call 911 immediately, and in a 
non-emergency call the non-emergency line at 585-394-

4560. 

I am always available for questions regarding fire and life 

safety, so never hesitate to contact me if you need. Enjoy the 

fall season and be safe. 

 

From the Assessor’s Office 
Donna LaPlant 

Happy Autumn! I hope that everyone had a terrific summer! 

As the cooler Fall weather rolls in, and the Buffalo Bills start 
down the path to winning Super Bowl LX, the Assessor’s 

office is getting ready to mail out exemption renewal 
applications to all eligible property owners in the town.  They 

will be mailed by the end of October.  Per New York State 
Real Property Tax Law, for the 2026 assessment roll, all 

exemptions must be received (or postmarked) in our office 

by March 1st, 2026.  

There has been a change this year to the STAR program for 

those residents that are turning 65 years old and received a 
Basic STAR exemption on their 2025/2026 school tax bill.  

Previously, when you turned 65 and were receiving the basic 
STAR, you would stop in our office and request an Enhanced 

STAR application.  Starting this year, you no longer need to 
take any action to upgrade to the Enhanced from the Basic 

STAR.  If you qualify (age and income), the New York State 

Tax Department will notify our office directly and we will 
change the exemption to Enhanced.  If you want to confirm 

that the Tax Department is aware that you are now at least 
65 years old, the phone number to the NYS STAR credit unit 

is (518) 457-2036. 

If you are a new homeowner and have yet to sign up for the 

STAR credit, there are two ways you can do that.  You can 
register 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, in the homeowner 

benefit portal at www.tax.ny.gov/star or for property owners 

without access to a computer (or those who have additional 
questions) you can register by phone at 518-457-2036 

weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Before you 
register, the Tax Department is requesting that you have the 

following information available: 

• Names and social security numbers for all owners of the 

property and their spouses 

• Name of school district where your primary residence is 

located 

• Approximate date/purchase price of the property 

• Previous owners name (if you have that information) 

• Most recent school tax bill (if you received one) 

• If you own residential property in another state, the 

address of that property 

• If the property is in a trust, the legal name of the trust 

• 2024 federal or state income tax return (if filed) 

In addition to the STAR, there are other exemptions that, 

potentially, you may qualify for such as an agricultural 
exemption, veterans’ exemption, aged or disabled exemption 

just to name a few.   Please contact our office if you think 
you are eligible for an exemption and we can give you the 

requirements needed to receive it 

As always, please don’t hesitate to call my office at 315-986-

8100 (option 4) or email me at dlaplant@farmingtonny.org 
with any question that you have.  I hope that you enjoy this 

beautiful time of the year. 

Donna 
 

 

Highway 
Department  
Tim Ford, Highway 
Superintendent 

It’s hard to believe that summer is coming to an end, but 

here we are heading into fall.  The Highway Department has 
had another busy summer with a number of road projects.  

First Allen Padgham Road was milled and overlayed with 
Nova Chip.  Next Wood Drive and Running Brook Road had 

cross culvert pipes and some catch basins replaced followed 

by a mill and fill.  Calm Lake and Lake Run also were milled 
and filled.  This year’s chip sealing included 4.5 miles of 

roads: Plaster Mill Road, Gateway Drive, Hunts Park Road, 
North Bowerman Road, Cline Road, Pannell Road and Latting 

Road.  Hook Road was paved with a 2” overlay from Allen 
Padgham Road to just short of Curran Road.  Both Allen 

Padgham Road Nova Chip and Hook Road 2” overlay were 
funded with CHIPS money that we receive from New York 

State every year.  

Wood Drive bridge still remains one way off of County Road 
41, but will be closed completely when Pintail Crossing 

becomes a Town dedicated road which should be completed 

later this fall.  

After our road projects we took advantage of the dry weather 
to clean out the drainage swail in the Farmbrook Subdivision.  

This is done every 2 to 3 years and takes 2 to 3 weeks to 
clean out.  We are also working on other drainage areas as 

time allows.  

The Cranberry Drive water main replacement and road 
reconstruction has started.  They got off to a slow start as 

they ran into some issues locating the water main, but since 
then progress has picked up.  With that being said this 

project is expected to be mostly completed by November.  
They will likely have to come back in the spring to complete 

the lawn restoration.    

http://www.tax.ny.gov/star
mailto:dlaplant@farmingtonny.org
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Fall clean-up will be on October 17th & 18th at the Town 
Transfer Station, 420 Hook Road.  On Friday from 8:00 AM to 

6:00 PM and Saturday from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Look on 
the Town website for details at www.farmingtonny.gov, also 

there will be a flyer in the Penny Saver.  

PARKS  

Our Park’s Department stays very busy all summer mowing 7 
parks, the Auburn Trail plus 3 cemeteries.  Along with 

grooming and striping ball fields, they are also tasked with 

striping all of the cross walks in Town.  The Park’s 
Department opens and closes the parks throughout the 

summer.  Come late fall the restrooms are winterized except 
for Mertensia Lodge.  Park’s also takes care of building 

maintenance for all Town owned buildings: Town Hall, 
Highway Garage, the courthouse, Mertensia Lodge and the 

Grange in Pumpkin Hook.  There is always something to do!    

Two playgrounds are being replaced this fall.  The 2–5-year-

old playground in Farmbrook Park and the 5–12-year-old 

playground in Farmington Grove Park.  These are the last of 

the old playgrounds to be replaced in our parks.   

For more information call the Town of Farmington Highway 
Department at 315-986-5540 or visit our website at 

http://farmingtonny.gov/highway_parks for more 
information. Email: tford@farmingtonny.org 

 

Help Keep Our Town Parks Enjoyable for Everyone  
We’re proud to make our parks available for all to enjoy.  Our 
Town employees work hard to maintain these spaces for sports, 

activities, play and gatherings. We appreciate your help in 
keeping parks clean and safe – please remember to carry out or 
properly dispose of waste. Thank you for helping us keep our 
parks ready and welcoming for our whole community! 

 

 

Town Historian 
Donna Herendeen 

Dear Readers; 

Can you believe how quickly the summer came to an abrupt 

end. One is left wondering “where did the time go”?  
Thinking back, I realize that my days were mostly spent on a 

continuous path of interesting “busy stuff”. As historian, I 

responded to several out of towners who were requesting 
information about the Willets family. The Willetts siblings and 

their families migrated here around 1805 but most of them 
left the area in the 1830s (but not before one of them 

married an Aldrich!) A search for information about Levi 
Harris took me down several paths but I found him buried in 

Orleans County! Other surnames researched were 

McCumber, Dowling and the John Payne family.   

A new display at the town hall has been completed. It 

focuses on the meaning of the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence and how that past event has 

effectively impacted our lives. Hope everyone gets a chance 
to see it. By the way – I have books to lend about this era if 

you want to learn more. 

Moving along, I promised you an explanation about why 

Farmington does not have a main street. The reason goes all 
the way back to 1796. By then the Ontario County Court of 

Sessions had established the official government laws and 

principles to serve as a guide in creating the town 
governments. District 11, range 3 was renamed Farmington 

and district 11, range 2 was renamed Burt. The town 
meetings for the two towns were combined with the first 

town meeting held at the Aldrich farm located on the current 
Shortsville Road. In a couple of years, the meetings were 

moved to the Pratt’s tavern located on the old state road in 
the town of Burt. Early population was developing quicky 

along the southern border of the two districts since most 

early settlers had found their way to district 11 by traveling 
the outlet out of Canandaigua, disembarking near today’s 

Shortsville and trekking on foot to their land lots. During the 
early years, commerce developed in the Manchester area 

with the First Baptist church, a few shops and a tavern or 
two while Farmington was left to agriculture. Elections for the 

state legislature, governor, lieutenant governor and town 
government officers were held while town officials worked 

together to develop an expanding transportation 

infrastructure and establishing district schools.  

Around 1820, when the Massachusetts land deal to develop 

western New York came to an end (that’s another story) 
official town and county boundaries were laid down and 

townships began to incorporate. In 1821, Burt and 
Farmington were split into their own townships which left 

Farmington without a place to hold their own town meetings 
or a town proper. Burt was renamed Manchester. 

(Interesting fact: until a few years ago Manchester had no 

record of the early town minutes. The minute book was 

stored in the Farmington town hall vault.) 

Remember that all Farmington land was left to farming? Well, 
this caused a dilemma in 1821 when Farmington’s 

government officials had to find a place to hold its own 
meetings.  A committee of three was formed to decide where 

to build a town hall. With great conflict, each member 
campaigned to have it built on their own property within one 

of the small hamlets (Mertensia & New Salem). Finally, one 

of the men left the group. A new member settled the 
controversary with positioning the true town center in Hosey 

Swamp (on county road 8). Almost 30 years after 
incorporation, the first Farmington town hall was built.     

Early town minutes do not reference any plan for a town 
proper or main street. Quite simply, commerce was left to 

the small dying hamlets.  

At the end of the 1950s, Victor and Farmington began 

property zoning - most likely in preparation for the incoming 

racetrack, thruway accessibility and future development. In 
1959, Farmington officials established the first building 

committee. Early minutes of that committee indicate that 
future development for Farmington proceeded without a 

design for a town proper or main street within the overall 

plan. 

It would be wonderful to have a single area where our 

residents can congregate, meet with their neighbors and 
bring our widespread disjointed community together. I 

applaud this work. But this historian misses that “nostalgic, 
caring feeing” when one travels  a historic  town proper and 

main street.  

As promised, you now have the WHY Farmington does not 

have a main street. 

Enjoy your fall everyone! 

http://www.farmingtonny.gov/
http://farmingtonny.gov/highway_parks
mailto:tford@farmingtonny.org
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 Water & Sewer Department 
Aaron Bissell, W&S Superintendent 

Hello Farmington residents and Happy Fall!  As the Summer 
season winds down our field staff is busy wrapping up 

favorable weather work such as repairing asphalt disturbed 
by watermain repairs, descaling/re-painting hydrants and 

cleaning pump station wet-wells.  Replacement of water 
meters remains an ongoing and high priority item as does 

exercising & inspecting valves and hydrants.  The 
Wastewater Treatment Plant staff are, as always, working on 

various maintenance tasks and small improvement/repair 

projects around the facility. There is never a dull moment in 

the life of a Water & Sewer worker. 

As mentioned in the previous edition there were a few 

upcoming projects that are now underway and or completed: 

• The Cranberry Drive Road Reconstruction and Watermain 

Replacement project began in late August starting with 
the watermain replacement portion. Water & Sewer staff 

have been onsite assisting the contractor with locating 
/exposing the existing watermain and monitoring 

progress. The contractor has elected, to the extent 

possible, to directionally drill in the new watermain. This 
will significantly reduce the disturbance to the area for 

the watermain replacement component of the project. 

• The NYS Route 332 Watermain Replacement got 
underway in early September. Directional drilling of a 

new watermain on Hathaway Drive is underway. The 
required testing and certification process for this new 

piping segment is in progress. The work zone will shift to 
the east side of NYS Route 332 between County Road 41 

and the Kentucky Fried Chicken soon. 

• Watermain replacement and road reconstruction at the 
County Road 8 and Townline Road intersection was 

completed in early September.  This project took longer 

than originally anticipated but we are very pleased with 
the finished product. Thank you to the Town of 

Canandaigua and Town of Farmington Highway 
Departments for assistance with labor, paving equipment 

and trucking. 
 

The 2-million-gallon Brickyard Road water storage tank is 
nearing completion. Painting of the tank interior and exterior 

has been completed and the tank logos are being applied as 

this article is being written. Installation of the tank mixing 
and disinfection byproduct removal systems will commence 

once the painting process is complete. It is still anticipated 
that the new water storage tank will be placed into service 

late this Fall with demolition of the old tank to follow. 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter article, I would like 

to provide a basic understanding of how the Town’s 
wastewater treatment plant works to treat sewage and make 

the resulting effluent safe for release back into the 
environment.  Raw sewage (influent) is conveyed to the 

Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) on McMahon 
Road via a vast network of underground piping and above 

ground pumping stations. Including the Town of Victor Sewer 
District, there are over 100 miles of piping, approximately 

3,500 manholes and 36 pumping stations in our system. The 
Town of Farmington WWTP receives and treats an average of 

1.9 million-gallons of sewage per day with a capacity to treat 

4.0 million-gallons/day. 

Upon arrival at the WWTP the influent undergoes preliminary 

treatment. This first step in the treatment process removes 
large debris and coarse material protecting downstream 

treatment units and equipment. Screening equipment 
removes floating material and larger suspended solids while 

grit removal equipment eliminates sand, gravel and other 

heavy particles. 

Primary treatment is the next step in wastewater treatment 

and the treatment units used to perform this step are called 
clarifiers. The clarifiers allow time for suspended solids that 

were not removed in the preliminary treatment stage to 
settle to the bottom via gravity or rise and float on the 

surface. Mechanical scrapers rotate slowly to move the 
settled material (sludge) and floating material (scum) to 

withdrawal points for further processing. 

Following the primary treatment step is secondary or 

biological treatment. In this step the WWTP uses the 

microorganisms already present in the wastewater stream to 
remove/reduce dissolved organic matter. Our process 

involves distributing the wastewater over beds of media upon 
which the microorganisms form a biofilm that treat the water. 

The vessels containing the distributor mechanism, media and 
microorganisms are termed trickling filters or bio-towers 

depending on the depth of the media bed. 

Upon discharge from the trickling filters and bio-towers the 

wastewater is dosed with a chemical coagulant to aid in the 

removal of Phosphorous before being conveyed to another 
set of clarifiers. These final clarifiers allow remaining 

suspended solids to settle and capture any remaining 
floatable material. As with the primary clarifiers the sludge 

and scum are collected by slow moving mechanical scrapers 

to withdrawal points for further processing.  

After final clarification, our WWTP has a tertiary treatment 
step of filtration. Not all WWTP’s are equipped with a tertiary 

treatment process. Current configuration sends the 

wastewater through sand beds that further polish the water 
removing very fine particles that neither settle nor float. Our 

sand filters have reached the end of their useful life and will 
be replaced as part of an upgrade project to the WWTP in 

the 2026-2027 timeframe. The sand filters will be replaced 
with cloth media filters that offer greater removal efficiency 

and a smaller overall footprint. 

The final step before discharge is disinfection. This critical 
step destroys microscopic pathogens that can cause diseases 

in humans and animals. Our WWTP utilizes ultraviolet (UV) 
light to accomplish this task by passing the water through a 

channel containing banks of specialized, high-power UV light 
bulbs. This represents an environmentally friendly process 

versus traditional chemical addition and the potential harmful 

byproducts formed by adding chemicals. 

The sludge and scum that are collected throughout the 
treatment process are conveyed to sealed anaerobic 

digestion tanks. Within the digester, a complex community of 
microorganisms break down the organic material in the 

sludge/scum reducing its physical volume. They also produce 
biogas containing methane which we collect and burn to 

heat/maintain the digesters at the optimal temperature for 
the microorganisms. Excess gas is burned off at a flare stack 

located on the WWTP grounds. The material that remains 
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after digestion is de-watered using a belt filter press and 

hauled to the Ontario County Landfill for final disposal. The 
WWTP generates approximately 3000 tons of processed 

sludge for disposal annually. The scheduled closure of the 

Ontario County Landfill in 2028 has the Town investigating 
other options for sludge disposal or further processing into 

beneficial use materials. 

As always, please exercise caution, move over if possible and 

slow down when you encounter our crews or any construction 
crew performing work around Town. If you have any 

questions, concerns or issues with your Town water or sewer 

service please contact us at (585) 924-3158. 

Get Involved in Our Town 

All Town of Farmington board and committee meetings are 
posted on the Town website’s calendar. You can sign up on 

the website to receive email notices, as well. 

If you are interested in becoming a committee or board 

member, please send your resume and letter of interest to: 

Marcy Daniels 
1000 County Road 8 

Farmington, NY 14425 
 

Or via email: mdaniels@farmingtonny.org 

 

Town of Farmington Boards & 
Committees 

Town Board: Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 

at 7 p.m. Supervisor: Peter Ingalsbe 

Planning Board: Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 

month at 7 p.m. Chairperson: Ed Hemminger 

Zoning Board of Appeals: Meets the 4th Monday of each 

month at 7 p.m. Chairperson: Tom Yourch 

Conservation Board: Meets the 4th Monday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. Chairperson: Bryan White 

Agricultural Advisory Committee: Meeting the 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Chairperson: Henry 

Adams III 

Historical Preservation: Meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 6 p.m. Chairperson: Jessica King 

Recreation Advisory Board: Meeting the 2nd Monday of 

each month at 6:30 p.m. at Mertensia Lodge Chairperson: 

Julie LaRue; Recreation Director: Mark Cain 

Meeting dates, times and locations are subject to change. 

Please check with the Town Clerk’s office to confirm. 

 

A message from the Farmington Volunteer Fire 

Association: 

To our Town of Farmington and Macedon protectorate, the 

Town of Farmington, and our Neighboring Agencies: 

First and foremost, the Farmington Volunteer Fire 

Association, Inc., stands ready to continue the services of fire 

protection and rescue that we have so proudly provided for 

over 77 years. As our town continues to grow at a rapid 

pace, we are still 100% volunteer and continue to see an 

influx of new members ready to serve our community, even 

in the light of ever-increasing demands of education and 

training. 

As always, FVFA will continue to offer assistance to our 

neighboring departments, through our long-standing mutual-

aid agreements. This may even take us beyond neighboring 

borders depending on the severity of the incident. We stand 

ready to assist all in need. We have worked closely and often 

with the agencies in the Town of Victor, our neighbors to the 

west, and stand ready to assist whenever we are called 

upon, as we would for any of our neighboring districts in 

times of need. 

We have provided fire and rescue services on the New York 

State Thruway for many decades, beginning around its 

opening in 1954. We are committed to continuing those 

emergency services and will work with our neighboring 

agencies to provide the best coverage we can, for as far as is 

needed and prudent. 

In short, in these times of uncertainly, we will continue our 

pledge to providing the best emergency services we can, 

support of all our neighboring companies, and renew our 

commitment to our goal of Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 

In your service, 

The Members of the Farmington Volunteer Fire Association, 

Incorporated 

 

Conservation Board Cleanup June 21, 2025: Bryan White, 
Matt Sousa, Tom Yourch, Kim Yourch, Sean Murphy, Sonia 

Phelan and Mary Richter  

 

Town of Farmington 
1000 County Road #8 
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